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March 17, 2020 

 

Dear EEC Families and Staff,  

I have to thank you for your continued patience and support.  As many of you know, EEC is my family, as I 
grew up there, have created life-long friendships with families and staff, and more than anything love every 
single child - past, present, and future - and worry about their health and safety.  After our staff meeting, I 
was overwhelmed by the support our staff has for our school, myself and the administration team and our 
families.  Even those at risk, said they would do what they can to come to work and had faith that things 
would essentially be ok.  While I am concerned about their economic safety and wellbeing - I know the EEC 
Family is strong - and we will see each other through this difficult time.   

As I feel the responsibility to make hard decisions, I cannot risk the exposure of my staff at this time.  While I 
believe our building is clean and our parents would take extensive measures to keep everyone safe, driving 
to work means having to stop for gas and being out unnecessarily, all things that put them at risk.  

It was during each individual meeting with staff members today that I most questioned what the right 
decision is.  Although I was truly hoping for a different decision from the state, it did not come.  I 100% agree 
with the Governor, childcare is essential.  Our staff is essential, their health is essential, and they are needed 
by their families as much as they are needed by the children at EEC.   

I needed to take a time out yesterday to make a more long-term decision.  I have decided that EEC will close 
for the remainder of the week.  I believe social-distancing is absolutely vital to the expedient end of spread.  
While this may be seen to some as conservative (a word never used to describe me), I can live with criticism 
of being overly cautious, but I would not be okay if one of our family: staff, families, or children were 
compromised because they showed up to work.   

This only works if our staff and families all use extreme caution during this time.  While I can in no way force 
anyone to stay home and #stopthespread, I am asking that you all do only what is essential.  Pharmacy and 
grocery stores, walks outside, and spending time with family at home are the only activities recommended.  
While I know some families are still required to go into the office, I am sure they are practicing extreme 
caution.  If there is any family that requires emergency care of their children for any reason at this time, I ask 
that you reach out to me:  jamie@eecde.org.   

Please know that this decision has not come easily.  We are absolutely committed to being here for many 
years to come and this eventually will become a part of our history.   

Best,  
Jamie 

 


